CHAPTER XVI
An Irish Easter Week
News from Dublin - Mr.  Birrell and  Lord Wimborne - Liberty Hall - Irish
National Volunteers - Sinn   Fein - Easter  Week - DC  Valera - John  Billon -
Mr, Asquith in Ireland.
ON the morning of the 25th April, 1916, Colonel Sharrnan
Crawford came to Carson's house at 5 Eaton Place with strange
news of Ireland. He had crossed in the last boat from Dublin,.
Sir Roger Casement had been caught running guns and ammuni-
tion into Ireland from Germany and was safe in London; but
Dublin was in the hands of the Sinn Feiners. They had taken
over the stations, blown up the railway lines, burnt a theatre
and shot people in the streets* They had cut the cable; the town
was in an uproar. In Ulster all was quiet. " What a contrast,"
Lady Carson notes in her diary, ct Edward thinks it possible we
ought to go over to Ulster to-morrow...."
" We were to have gone over to Ulster to-day," she noted
again on the 27th; " but no boats are running and all is quiet in
Ulster."
On the 28th came more news, this time from Sir Henry
Wilson's brother, J. ML Wilson, who had just come over from
Dublin. Part of the city was still in the hands of the rebels; the
soldiers had brought in artillery, and there had been a " fearful
bombardment." Then came Colonel Watt with news that 17
officers and 200 men had been killed and wounded; but that
they had killed many Sinn Feiners. " The War Office," Lady
Carson noted, *c sent for Edward. He told them if it was neces-
sary he would go straight to Ulster. The Government are going
to send us direct."
These thronging and turbulent events had long been prepared
by the boldness of faction and the weakness of Government. The
British Executive in Ireland, under notice to quit, had fallen into
decrepitude, and were much under the influence of their heirs